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IMPERIALISM AS A PUBLIC POLICY

THIS paper is introduced upon two grounds mainly.
It sets forth with a reasonable degree of fulness the
views that I have entertained for three years in re-
gard to President McKinley's policy in the acquisition and
control of the islands in the Caribbean Sea and in the Pacific
Ocean, and it presents a history of my relations to political
movements through a long half century.
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A truthful statement that I have been inconsistent in the
opinions that I have held and advocated upon questions of
public concern, would not disturb me by day, nor consign
me to sleepless nights.

It is now sixty years since I first held public office by the
votes of my fellow-citizens. In that long period of time my
opinions have undergone many changes. When I have had
occasion to address my fellow-citizens upon public questions
I have not reviewed my previous sayings through fear that
some critic might arraign me for inconsistency.

I have considered only my present duty in relation to the
questions immediately before me.

In the first ten or fifteen years of my manhood I accepted
political economy as a cosmopolitan science and free trade
as a wise policy for every country. My views in favor of
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